
COUNCIL MEETING 16 JANUARY 2020 
Item 6 – Public Questions 
 
 

 Question From Question to  

 
1 

 
Amelia Gabriel 

 
Cllr Butler 

 
EHDC’s Emergency Response Plan describes the council’s response to various 
scenarios including flooding, pollution, gas escape etc.  The IPCC predicts that in 
Europe, climate change will increase the risk of heatwaves, droughts, wildfires, coastal 
flooding, gales, landslides and snow 
(https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/03/SREX-Chap4_FINAL-1.pdf). Some of 
these are already becoming more common in East Hampshire. 
 
When will the EHDC’s Emergency Response Plan next be updated and will it include 
new environmental and climate-related risks? 
 

2 Greg Ford Cllr Millard In June, Winchester City Council declared a climate emergency. Yesterday, it adopted a 
new Council Plan for 2020-2025 that makes tackling the climate emergency its first and 
overarching priority, and which received 91.3% public support in consultation (see links 
below). 
 
The plan sets a target of 2030 for Winchester District to become net carbon neutral, 
consistent with the IPPC’s urgent and frightening message that we have only ten years 
to avoid runaway climate change. 
 
Winchester and East Hampshire districts have similar size populations, similar budget 
constraints, and the same vulnerability to climate change. Their councils both declared a 
Climate Emergency last summer. Both are due to publish a new council plan/strategy.  
 
What makes Winchester’s plan convincing is its political commitment to making the 
district net carbon neutral by a fixed date. It was published with an Action Plan on 
Carbon Neutrality that targets the highest impact carbon reduction areas first, which in 

https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/03/SREX-Chap4_FINAL-1.pdf


Winchester’s case are transport and energy, and allows a more impact-focused 
exploration of where and how additional resources can be found.  
 
East Hampshire is now preparing its new corporate strategy.  
 
Will EHDC match Winchester’s plan by setting target dates to make the council 
and then the district net carbon neutral? Will the council instruct its officers to 
prepare, in close cooperation with residents, an Action Plan on Carbon Neutrality 
to meet this goal?  
 
[1] 
https://democracy.winchester.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=136&MId=2157&Ver=4 
 
[2] https://winchester.citizenspace.com/policy/council-plan-2020-2025/ 
 

3 Chris Grey 
 

Cllr Thomas Please could the monthly air quality readings be made available on the EHDC website. 
For comparison it would be useful to publish previous results and is it possible to have 
them within two weeks. Thank you. 

 

4 Sarah Beacher 
on behalf of The 
Petersfield 
School Eco-Club 

Cllr Mocatta/ 
Cllr Glass 
 

Are there plans to leave some areas to grow wildflowers/add wildflowers? 
 

5 Cllr Glass Are the new houses being built green? Is there any assessment on its impact? 
 

6 Cllr Thomas What is being done to educate the population in litter management? 
 

7 Anna Grey 
 

Cllr Mocatta Petersfield Town Council hope to move forward with the implementation of a full cycle 
infrastructure over these next few months. 
 
Will the district council undertake to support this by providing parking facilities in the 
main car parks? Could we have facilities to park 100 bicycles in a purpose built bike 

https://democracy.winchester.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=136&MId=2157&Ver=4
https://winchester.citizenspace.com/policy/council-plan-2020-2025/


shed preferably fitted with solar panels to provide electricity for the (hopefully) 
expanding EV charge points by the end of the year?  
 

8 Kate Harvey Cllr Millard It’s great that the council have declared a "climate emergency" and that the Cabinet will 
soon be passing policy to address this.  
 
May I ask if this declaration includes policy to address the "ecological emergency", 
which must be considered with equally weighting and urgency as addressing the 
"climate emergency"? For example, rich ecological habitat must not be lost to solar 
panels or wind farms. Any tree planting must be in the right place, with the appropriate 
species. 
 

9 Kate Harvey Cllr Millard Within the context of an "an emergency" and being given a timescale of 10 years left to 
drastically reduce carbon emissions and prevent the most catastrophic effects of climate 
change, what in the council's time-frame for implementing its policy? 
 

10 Kate Harvey Cllr Millard Can the cabinet share with the public how they have equipped themselves with the right 
knowledge and sort advice from experts to enable them to make well informed crucial 
policies? Reports likely to include - the IPCC 2019 report and the UKCCC - Net Zero 
Technical report and subsequent progress reports (both relating to the "climate crisis"); 
and the IPBES - Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystems 2019 and 
the UK State of Nature Report 2019 (both relating to the "ecological crisis"). 
 

11 Daniel Lee Cllr Millard Embodied carbon emissions are a very significant factor in the District's total emissions 
and are set to become much larger when the Large Development Sites (LDS) are built. 
They will increase further as a percentage of total carbon emissions as thermal 
standards of new buildings improve. Unlike operational carbon emissions2 the 
embodied energy and carbon cannot be reversed.  
  
A calculation shows delivering the LDSs would create 600,000tonnes of embodied 
carbon on top of the current 900,000tonnes of annual operational carbon from buildings 



in EHDC which will increase to an annual total operational carbon level of 1million 
tonnes annually with the new Local Plan.   
  
The draft Local Plan does not attempt to monitor or control these embodied emissions, 
despite consultation comments asking them to.   
  
The set-up of the LDS consultation did not allow the public to make a side-by-side 
consistent comparison of these emissions, or other climate factors, in the LDS 
development sites/proposals.   
  
These two shortcomings mean the Local Plan will be toothless in this crucial area and 
may render any Climate Emergency Strategy meaningless.   
  
The planned improvements to the national Carbon Budget and the National Planning 
Policy Framework are likely to make this oversight more problematic.    I understand that 
the procedure to create the Local Plan is far advanced and it cannot easily be stopped.  
EHDC is therefore on course to enable a much larger amount of carbon emissions as a 
result of its new build programme than is necessary to meet its house-building target. 
 
Does Councillor Millard agree that, if this happens, it would undermine EHDC's 
climate goals and cast a shadow over its upcoming climate and environment 
strategy?  
 

12 Daniel Lee Cllr Millard Will he please ask council officers to investigate procedural and legal options to correct 
these flaws and so strengthen the draft Local Plan in the area of embodied carbon 
emissions?  
 

13 Daniel Lee Cllr Millard Will he bring a proposal to do this to the next council meeting? 
 
 
 



14 Catriona 
Cockburn 

Cllr Costigan /  
Cllr Mocatta 

In July EHDC identified the opportunity to increase renewable energy generation 
through the Council's investment portfolio (item 24 
https://easthants.moderngov.co.uk/documents/g2469/Printed%20minutes%21018th-Jul-
2019%2018.30%20Council.pdf?T=1 ).  
 
Other councils have done this including Warrington Borough Council investing in solar 
farms from which it expects will cut £2m from its energy bills and generate an operating 
surplus for the council of £150m over 30 years. 
 
https:/www.energylivenews.com/2019/02/28/uk-council-to-generate-all-its-power-needs-
from-renewables/ 
 
South Somerset District Council investing £9.8m in a battery storage system that it 
expects will generate a long term income for the council 
 
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/news/2019/3/council-s-ground-breaking-new-energy-
storage-facilty-set-to-be-completed-by-the-end-of-march/ 
 
What progress has EHDC made since July in seeking renewable energy 
generation investment opportunities for its own portfolio and what progress 
might we expect to see in the next six months 
 

15 Andrew Bulmer Cllr Millard Cllr Millard, in your amendment to the EHDC Declaration of Climate Emergency Motion 
you stated that you would plant 120,000 trees, one for every resident in the East 
Hampshire District. So far, I understand that 250 trees have been planted. Trees need 
to be planted between November and March to help guarantee their survival. How do 
you plan to speed up the process of planting trees to meet the target you set? 
 

 

https://easthants.moderngov.co.uk/documents/g2469/Printed%20minutes%21018th-Jul-2019%2018.30%20Council.pdf?T=1
https://easthants.moderngov.co.uk/documents/g2469/Printed%20minutes%21018th-Jul-2019%2018.30%20Council.pdf?T=1
http://www.energylivenews.com/2019/02/28/uk-council-to-generate-all-its-power-needs-from-renewables/
http://www.energylivenews.com/2019/02/28/uk-council-to-generate-all-its-power-needs-from-renewables/
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/news/2019/3/council-s-ground-breaking-new-energy-storage-facilty-set-to-be-completed-by-the-end-of-march/
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/news/2019/3/council-s-ground-breaking-new-energy-storage-facilty-set-to-be-completed-by-the-end-of-march/

